Surgery, radiation, and combination therapy in the treatment of childhood craniopharyngioma--a 20-year experience.
The records of 61 children treated for primary craniopharyngioma at the Children's Hospital in Boston and The Joint Center for Radiation Therapy from 1970 to 1990 were reviewed to determine if any information could be obtained regarding the efficacy of surgery versus radiotherapy or a combination of these modalities for this tumor. A select group of 9 children treated without biopsy by radiation therapy alone were all alive without disease progression at follow-up. Although 9 of the 15 children who underwent surgery alone had tumor recurrence, 7 of the 37 children treated with radiotherapy following surgery have also recurred. Treatment morbidity occurred in all groups, but the 10-year actuarial survival for all patients was 91%. Early postoperative imaging and pre- and posttreatment endocrine and neuropsychologic evaluations need to be carried out in all prospective studies of the treatment of craniopharyngioma in children.